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Thought for the Month

Since May | have developed a bit
of an obsession with an app on my
phone, the Aurora Watch UK. | had
always thought that the only way
to see the northern lights would be
an expensive holiday to Iceland or
Norway. | could never had imagined
that so far this year | would have
seen this spectacle in Seer Green
six times!

| write this thought for the month
after spending two nights last week
photographing the Northern Lights
from locations in Seer Green. Sleep
certainly was not my priority

when the app pinged and told me
that the alert status was red. As

| snapped away at the dark night
sky the pictures that came back

were amazing as pinks, purples,
blues and greens danced across
the sky. On Thursday 10 October,
these colours were so visible to the
naked eye, and at 12.15am the alert
level rocketed and as | headed out, |
gasped in awe as the whole sky was
pink. The only thing | could do was
marvel at this stunning phenomenal
and simply say “wow!”

| wonder what the psalmist King
David saw when he wrote “The
heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his
hands.” Maybe it was the twinkling
stars or a dazzling moon? Maybe
he saw the northern lights in the
sky? Whatever it was, | agree with
him. Whether it's a sunrise, sunset
or the northern lights, the beauty on
display in the heavens above can to
me only point to intelligent design
and an incredible Creator of this
universe.

| don't think I'll ever lose the
wonder and awe of seeing them.
The strongest solar storm period

in eleven years is expected to
continue until early 2025 so if you
have so far missed out on seeing
them from your doorstep there may
still be time.

Janna Holder - Children and
Families minister
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From the Editors

Autumn is now well upon us and
dare | say it, the festive season is
approaching. In this edition you
can read about the Beer and Music
Festival and SG Gardeners Autumn
Show. Two very different events
which took place over the same
September weekend, highlighting
the sense of community in our
villages with something on offer
for everyone. An event which has
delighted and surprised us all in
recent months is the amazing
Northern Lights display lighting up
our night skies. Such a treat, given
that they are not usually seen this
far south.

Moving onto the December/January
issue of Community News, we are
looking forward to receiving entries
from primary school age children
for the annual art competition to
design the cover. Full entry details
can be found on page 10. In addition
to seeing their design on the cover,
the winner will have the honour

of switching on the lights on the
Christmas tree in front of the village
shops — a traditional start to the
Christmas celebrations. Good luck.

With best wishes Sue Puttergill,
Carol Wright and Jill Moody

The Editors

Next Month’s Magazine

Please send all contributions for the December/January double issue to:
editorseergreen@gmail.com by 7 November 2024. Diary dates for the next
two or three months would be very welcome.

Articles should be 300 words max and in WORD (.doc or .docx format) and
photos should be jpeg format, preferably 300 dpi.

Please note any items submitted may be edited for space, content

or style.
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Holy Trinity Services in November

3 Nov

6 Nov

10 Nov

17 Nov

22 Nov
24 Nov

10am Holy Communion Service
Seafarer Christmas cards on sale

3.30pm Family Light Service

10.30am Midweek Communion

10.45am Remembrance Service

5.30pm Reflective Service

Safeguarding Sunday
10am Holy Communion Service

Concert at Church

8am BCP Communion

10am Morning Praise - Toy Service to donate to
St Andrew’s

5.30pm Reflective Service

Seer Green

.. Christmas lights
. Switch on

R Sunday 1st December 2024
From 5.45 pm, lights on 6.15 pm.

Eather outside Orehprd Road shops and start the festive season with our anmual [ights Switch On

Remembrance Sunday 10 November

This year Remembrance Sunday is on Sunday 10 November. In keeping
with the last couple of years we will have an outdoor service at the War
Memorial, starting at 10.50am. All are welcome. Uniformed organisations
will meet at the Jubilee Hall and parade up to the War Memorial where
we invite village and community representatives to gather for our Act of
Remembrance, starting at 10.50 — 11.15am (approx.).

School Lane, from Vicarage Close to the corner of the Holy Trinity Triangle,
where School Lane turns into Chalfont Road will be closed from 10.35am -
11.25am. The junction of Stable Lane onto School Lane will also be closed.

Janna Holder - Children and Families Minister Seer Green & Jordans
07764 490960

Baptisms, weddings and funerals

Confirmations

October 20 Ethan Bagnis
Harry Clarke
Richard Pennefather

Donations to Holy Trinity

If you would like to donate to the Donations in cash/cheque may be
work and upkeep of Holy Trinity delivered to our treasurer at
Church there are many quick and 58 Chalfont Road. If you can Gift
easy ways to do so - Aid your donation, please add your

Go to our website: name and address.

seergreenandjordanscofe.org and If you would like to join our planned
scroll down the homepage to ‘Online | giving scheme, please speak to our
Giving’ and follow the link. treasurer Audrey Hardy on 07342
Or go to: 32507 or chardyseergreen@aol.

https://tinyurl.com/4hx7cyzx

Or you can activate our Online
Giving page by using the QR code
opposite.




Coming up for children and families in November

The two monthly Sunday gatherings, aimed at those with preschool and
primary aged children continues in November with Families @ 3.30, hosted
at Holy Trinity on Sunday 3 November. Fun & Faith, at Seer Green Baptist
Church will be on 24 November from 9.15 — 10am. Both of these gatherings
seek to enable families to explore faith in a fun, informal way. All are
welcome.

Who Let the Dads Out takes place
on Saturday 9 November, 9.30-
11.30am at Seer Green Baptist
Church. All Dads, Grandads and
male carers with their 0-7s are
invited to enjoy toys, activities and
bacon butties.

The firm favourite annual event of
Fun, Food and Fireworks is back
on Sunday 17 November, 5pm — 6.45pm at the Jubilee Hall / SGCE School
Grounds. This event is aimed at families based in Seer Green or Jordans,
or with a qualifying connection to the villages. Suggested donation £7
per person (to include entrance, pizza, activities and fireworks.) This is

a ticketed event, which will sell out. Book tickets at https://tinyurl.com/
mvryeh92

On 30 November Seer Green CE School will hold their Christmas Cracker
Fair from 12.30 - 2.30pm. Join them for some festive fun and support our
local primary school.

Then coming up in December: Christingle, Sing into Christmas, Bauble
Painting Workshop, Cookies and Carols, Little Blessing’s Nativity, Carol
Service, Crib Services, and more!

For further details on any of the above activities, including cost and how to
book, please contact Janna on 07764 490960, jannaholder@talktalk.net.

Contact us
Holy Trinity website www.seergreenandjordanscofe.org

Church Wardens and Janine Dunnell 07525 322955
General Enquiries

November charity of the month

THE ROYAL BRITISH

LEGION

The Royal Brifish Legion is here to help
members of the Royal Navy, British Army, Royal Air
Force, veterans and their families.

And we're not going anywhere.

We support serving and ex-serving personnel all
year round, every day of the week.

Our support starts after one day of service and
confinues through life, long after service is over.

EEE

3
We get together
We are there to help [
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Christmas Issue Art Competition
Open to all Primary aged children
Closing date Friday 8 November

The winning entry will appear on the

front cover of the December issue of the
Community News and the winning artist
will switch on the Christmas Tree lights on
Sunday 1st December.

The Brief

The brief is to design a Christmas
picture for the front cover of the
December issue of the Community
News. The rest is up to you! It could be

Nativity related or food, decorations, family, Christmas characters or scenes.

The background should be coloured in so that it stands out against the
white of the cover of the magazine. Bold and simple designs work well but
now it's a larger picture, more detail can be included. Paint, collage (as long
as it is not too thick as we have to scan the image), felt pen, coloured pencil,
mixed medium are ideas to use.

The winning picture will now fill the front cover of the Community News.
Have a look at recent copies to see how it will be printed.

A template will be made available to download from the Community Chat or
pick it up from Carol Wright at 16 Chalfont Rd in paper form. There will also
be some in the Seer Green School Office and the Jordans School Office.

All entries should be returned to Carol Wright at the above address or
scanned and sent to editorseergreen@gmail.com by Friday 8th November.

The Editors will judge the winner which will go onto the front cover for the
December issue. There will be two runners up who will have their entries
printed inside the magazine.

Best wishes from Carol Wright, Sue Puttergill and Jill Moody - the Editors.

NB Don't forget to write your name, age and school on your entry.
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Our Living Village: D-Day ‘Lest We Forget’
Major General Sir Leslie Williams, interred in Seer Green cemetery

Every November we remember
those who died fighting for our
country, and this year also marked
the 80th anniversary of D-Day,

the start of the WWII campaign

to liberate Europe from Nazi
oppression. So it is fitting to
remember those unsung heroes who
made it all happen. Chief amongst
these, literally and figuratively,

was Major General ‘Bill' Williams,
Controller (Head) of Ordnance
Services, Royal Army Ordnance
Corps (RAOC) from June 1942 to
April 1946, and one-time resident

of Long Bottom Lane, Seer Green.
The responsibility of the RAOC,
non-combatants until 1941, was the
supply of all ‘Warlike Stores’ to front-
line troops.

On 6th June 1944 the Allied forces launched the largest air, sea and land
assault ever assembled into northern France. This comprised over 7,000
naval vessels, 12,000 aircraft and 132,000 troops. Planning for the invasion
had started after the Dunkirk evacuation in 1940, and the responsibility

for the logistical operation to procure, package, and ship the hundreds of
tonnes of vehicles, machinery and ammunition lay with Bill. He directed
operations on D-Day, and over the following two months shipped 190,000
vehicles and 380,000 tonnes of ammunition.

Williams grew up in Dulwich, leaving school aged 15 to work as an office
boy, before trading textiles in Africa and rubber in the Far East. In WWI he
joined the Suffolk Regiment as a machine gunner, then transferred to the
Ordnance Corps. Between the wars he rose to become Director of Ordnance
Services, Motor Transport. By 1941 he oversaw 250,000 civilians and
soldiers, and over 200 equipment and munition depots distributed around
the country.

At his funeral in 1965 Williams was honoured with a 10-gun salute fired in
Seer Green cemetery.

Nigel Rothwell - ourlivingvillage@hotmail.com www.ourlivingvillage.org
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Heartfelt thanks to all our Beer Fest supporters!

Our 8th Seer Green Beer Fest was the biggest yet; a sell-out event for both
Friday and Saturday, with over 1,500 tickets sold! And what an incredible
weekend it was!

Friday night's new format was a massive success, with local bands
including The Curable, Soundcheck in the Alley and House of Fire drawing
huge crowds and creating an electric atmosphere in the big top. Saturday
afternoon gave families the chance to socialise in the sunshine whilst the
kids were entertained with games, face painting and magic shows, whilst
the musical lineup catered for all tastes; from acoustic sets in the afternoon
to the polished and energetic pop performance of These Certain People.
Beer Fest veterans, The Derivatives and Blind Diviner, once again delivered
superb sets to a packed tent.

Beer Fest is not only an incredible community event for our village, but also
raises vital funds for Seer Green Scout Group. This year’s festival was our
most successful fundraiser to date, raising almost £17,000 which will go
towards the building of a new shelter for drying tents, buying a new shed for
secure storage of equipment and the purchase of two patrol tents which will
be put to use at the first joint Cubs and Scouts camp this month.

Seer Green Scouts are incredibly grateful to all those who came along
and supported the event, and to those whose generosity made the event
such a great success: the musicians, the sponsors and the volunteers
who did everything from checking tickets, barbequing, serving drinks and
supervising the stage. Last but not least, huge thanks go to the Beer Fest
Team whose hard work and dedication in organising the festival is very
much appreciated.

If you'd like to get involved helping organise our next Beer Fest we'd love to
have you join our team! Please email: kaysenior@outlook.com.

Pam Pennefather

Amersham Festival of Music Winter Concerts

o For more information and to
AMERSHAM purchase tickets, please visit: www.
FESTIVAL of amershamfestival.org/programme

Celebrating 40 Years of
Extraordinary Performances

Key Winter Concerts

Friday 8 November 8.00pm
The Ronnie Scott’s All Stars:
The Music of Gershwin

Friday 15 November 8.00pm
Haydn and Mozart — A Celebration

How to subscribe to Community News

We have made it easier to subscribe | With best wishes Sue Puttergill,
using the QR code below. The cost Carol Wright and Jill Moody

of each copy is £2 but reduced to .

£1.50 a copy (£15 a year) if you The Editors
subscribe. If you are not happy
using a QR code you can also email
editorseergreen@gmail.com and
just ask to subscribe.




Seer Green Gardeners

In spite of stiff competition from the Beer Festival, the village’'s gardeners
didn’t let us down, mustering another excellent display of produce and
edibles for the Autumn Show in early September. And as ever, gardeners
and non-gardeners alike came along to admire and share in convivial
conversation over tea and cakes. Thank you Seer Green for supporting
this traditional event - your generosity again enables us to make another
donation to One Can.

November can be the most depressing of months for the gardener - the
nadir that must inevitably follow early spring optimism when seedlings were
sprouting and slugs still dreaming about treats to come. When this mood
hits me | venture out into the sogginess and hunt for things to lift the spirits,
such as a hidden clump of forgotten cyclamen or a good picking of tasty
salad rocket. As experts tell us, just being in a garden helps boost one’s well
being!

Paul Stewart

Turning to jobs for November, there’s plenty of outdoor and indoor jobs,
such as ...

Tidy up - but not too much! Concentrate on clearing those nooks and
cosy corners where slugs and snails hang out for winter. Leave plenty
of seed heads for birds and insects to feed on over the coming months.

Turn over compost - this is a great job for warming up on a chilly day.
Re-mixing all the ingredients speeds up decomposition remarkably to
leave you with free, superior material for next Spring’s potting.

Plant spring bulbs - you can do this throughout November and even
later for tulips - look out for big discounts at this time of the year.

Tidy the shed or greenhouse. Clean up used plastic plant labels for
re-use. Empty petrol from mower etc to avoid starting problems next
year.

Do some garden journaling to help you with plans next Spring!
Sally Ash



Jordan’s Village Community Store has a brand new look!

Back in April 23 the Village Shop
Committee hosted an amazingly
well supported Grand Auction of
Promises raising funds to purchase
a new economical to run freezer
and fund a smart new counter to
replace the very tired counter that
had served the shop well for many
years. The total raised on that
evening surpassed all expectations
and proved to be enough to enable
not just a counter but also a whole
new look to the area behind it.

The Committee and shop staff
pondered over what would

serve well and look good and

an experienced shop fitter was
employed to make their ideas into a
reality.

The shop closed for a day and on
Thursday 3 October our amazing
new shop counter, display units,
cupboards and shelves were
revealed to all!

One great big ‘Thank you’ to all who
made this wonderful improvement
to our Village Shop a reality.

Ali Cork

8 O’Clock Club

With the passage of time, sometimes a mystery becomes more mysterious,
in unforeseen ways. The disappearance of the famous American Band

Leader Glenn Miller, just before Christmas 1944, is such a case. Whilst the
world has focused on Miller being the main player in the drama, it appears
that a much bigger story was sitting in the wings.
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Miller, the musician, was to become a Major in the USAAF and his hand-
picked Band performed in England for the wounded at the U.S. 91st General
Hospital (The Churchill Hospital in Oxford) and for the U.S. 8th Air Force at
their H.Q (Wycombe Abbey).

For many decades, it was believed that Miller boarded a plane in fog, on

his way from Bedfordshire to connect with his band who were over in Paris.
The assumption had been that Miller had died over the English Channel. Our
speaker, Tony Eaton, cast serious doubt on this theory.

Miller's disappearance is riddled with inconsistencies and mis-information.
It resulted in Miller's wife conducting a 3-year campaign to get to the truth
behind her husband’s disappearance: then complete silence from her.

The truth is still impossible to verify but it's more likely that Miller left for
Paris on a plane from Bovingdon and reported to General (Ike) Eisenhower’s
Office.

What happened next? A US Veteran said he was at the hospital when Miller
died from head injury, having been flown into Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base, Ohio. It is a fact that posthumously, Miller was awarded The Bronze
Star for Bravery.

The bigger story centres around the American General Eisenhower and his
botched wartime operation in the Ardennes. The last 80 years of silence
around Miller appears to have been embedded in protecting the reputation
of Eisenhower. the Military Commander, later to become President of the
United States.

Future meetings
Thursday November 7

Blood Bikes

Volunteers who deliver blood, blood products, medical supplies & human
donor milk to hospitals ‘out of hours’.

Kamran Irani - Chair Oxon, Bucks, Berks Blood Bikes
All welcome £4 (cash) with tea/coffee included.
Thursday November 28

Christmas supper at Beaconsfield Golf Club. For menu and booking form
contact Monica Sado - monical00seer@gmail.com

Elizabeth Lee
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Three high calibre singer-songwriters join forces

Friday 22 November 8pm at Holy Trinity Church Seer Green and Jordans

From Seer Green (though hailing from British Columbia), Miriam Jones crafts
moving songs of longing and inquiry delivered from a heartfelt place of faith.

Gareth Davies-Jones (from County Down, now living in Northumberland)

writes songs inspired by the landscape, faith and history of the British Isles,

using a range of stringed instruments.

Rob Halligan uses the power of song to explore hope in darkness, and love

over hate.

Tickets

£15.00 in advance
(link via QR Code or contact Rev Jez Carr)
£17.50 on the door

Registered Osteopath :s:”

e JointseMuscle

Pr-eston Lee BSc (Hons) Ost. o Nerve

F Get Relief, ~ °'ead e Neck
= e ShouldereArm
3 Chalfont . Feel Better o Knee o Feet
Z Osteopathic e Arthritic Pain

- i e Sport Injuries
= Practice e POSTURE

Tel : 01494-87-2323
Mob:07979-903-693

www.chalfontosteopath.co.uk

. e De-Stress
& much more.
Also Cranial, Acupuncture,

e General Health

Bowen, Chinese Reflexology
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To burn or not to burn....

It's November and the leaves have
fallen; oh the romance of walking on
a crisp, bright day, russet coloured
leaves swishing and rustling as you
pass through them.....then again you
could be mopping away at the rising
tide, leaves having blocked the drain
again whilst heavy rains falls...

I'm a big fan of the wire pronged
leaf rake, get a rhythm going and it
can be very satisfying as the leaf mountain grows - a waste of effort on a
windy day mind ( whereas the leaf blowing machine, noisy, smelly, polluting
accessory, | digress )but either way the question arises of what to do with
the collected leaves.

Three options spring to mind:

1. Blowing them off your patch onto the road, much favoured by contracted
‘gardeners’ and not recommended; ( anti-social, drain blocking nuisance).

2. Burning, we used to have pow-wows around the bonfire, afficionados
of the | spy books will now be sinking into a happy nostalgic memory,
younger readers maybe confused. The usual bonfire safety and
consideration for others has to be taken into account, but bear in mind
that bonfires do contribute to global warming. Simple wood/leaf ash can
be used as a top dressing for garlic, chives, leeks,lettuces, asparagus
and stone fruit trees.

3. Composting, glorious leaf mould can be prepared either by filling a black
plastic bag (double up for strength) with leaves, adding some water
and a small amount of soil, make holes in the bag, secure and leave in a
shady spot; or make a chicken wire cage, fill as before and cover with
hessian or similar. Keep moist and leave for 6-12 months. A few grass
cuttings or comfrey leaves can be added as a nitro boost, and as ever
with decomposition shredding or bruising will quicken the process. The
resulting leaf mould can be used as a mulch around the plot or turned
into a potting compost for seedlings in an equal parts mix of well rotted
leaf mould, sharp sand, loam & garden soil. Nothing wasted, nothing lost.

Bear in mind this bonfire season to always search for sleeping hedgehogs
before lighting the fire, and hooking up the goal netting when not in use, will
save curious young foxes from getting trapped.

Charlotte Baggins from the Allotments.
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Jordans Picture House

Our programme from November to Christmas
We look forward to welcoming you again!

On Friday November 8 we shall screen “One Life”".

Doors open at the new time of 6.45pm and the Programme starts at 7.30pm

One Life (12A)

Cast: Anthony Hopkins; Helena
Bonham Carter; Jonathan Pryce.
Director - James Hawes

Sir Nicholas “Nicky” Winton, a ' 4
young London broker, in the ON F | | F F
months leading up to WW2 rescued B

over 600 predominantly Jewish
children from Nazi-occupied
Czechoslovakia.

On Friday November 22 we shall screen “The Miracle Club”.

Doors open at 6.45pm and the Programme starts at 7.30pm

The Miracle Club (12A)

Cast: Maggie Smith; Laura Linney;
Kathy Bates. Director - Thaddeus
O’Sullivan

There’s just one dream for the
women of Ballygar to taste freedom.
to win a pilgrimage to the sacred
French town of Lourdes.

Quote Father Dermot O’Brien. You T P
don’t come to Lourdes for the ﬁ‘llpi;'g'ﬁlé Club :
miracle...you come for the strength '
to go on, when there is no miracle.
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On Friday December 13 we shall screen “The Holdovers”.

Doors open at 6.45pm and the Programme starts at 7.30pm

The Holdovers (R)

Cast: Paul Giamatti; Da'Vine Joy
Randolph; Dominic Sessa. Director.
Alexander Payne

| :1:-' =
Holdovers

A cranky history teacher at a remote
prep school is forced to remain on
campus over the holidays with a
troubled student who has no place
to go and a grieving cook.

How to buy tickets
(Adults £8.00, U15s £5)

Online: Go to www.jordanspicturehouse.co.uk
See “Programme and Buying Tickets”

Jordans Box Office: Alan Sealy
alan@janetsealypartnership.com 01494 873205

Seer Green Box Office: Gill Pettman
gillyp4@btinternet.com 01494 678050

Jordans Picture House Committee

4 2 WF:N O
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Healthy Food Better Mood - Seer Green CE School's

Fundraising Campaign
YOU can help us build our own
kitchen.

Currently, hot meals are no longer
provided to the 200+ children at our
village school due to lack of kitchen
facilities. We are raising funds to
build our own kitchen to provide

our students with hot, nutritious,
balanced meals every day.

Head Teacher Laura Morel shares
the importance of this project:

“Our goal is to build a fully equipped
kitchen in the Jubilee Hall. By
serving hot, nutritious meals daily,
we can support our students’
learning, health, and development.”

How You Can Help

We're asking for help from local
individuals and businesses to

raise £50,000 for this project.
Every donation, no matter the
size, brings us closer to creating a
healthy meal environment for the
children. Whether you're a parent,
grandparent, local resident, or
business, your support can help us

ensure every child at Seer Green CE
School has access to a healthy, hot
meal.

You can make a donation via our
JustGiving page using the link or QR
code below:

https://www.justgiving.com/page/
seergreenceschoolkitchen

Support from Businesses

Local businesses are also invited
to contribute. In recognition, we
offer the chance to display your
company’s name on a plaque in the
school reception as a thank you for
your generosity.

Thank you for helping us create a
brighter future for our students.

Charlotte Antoniou - Chair
of Governors




The Jolly Cricketers

Pork sausages sourced from farmer
Keith Bennett’'s happy pigs just 2
miles up the road.

Onions braised in Hawkstone Cider,
grown on Jeremy Clarkson’s Diddly
Squat Farm in the Cotswolds.

With creamy mash and spring
greens.

The best of British farming produce,
brought together lovingly by The
Jolly Cricketers kitchen team.

Available Mondays & Tuesdays only.

Coffee Shop

A meeting place for the community

Monday Mornings
10.30am to 12.00noon
Seer Green Baptist Church

We Value Old Fashioned Customer Service
A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989

[1 specialistin UPVC & Wooden Doors
£l Mo Call Out Charge

vl
@ Mo Fix No Fee
(5] All Work Fully Guaranteed

{E} 10% Senior Citizen Discount

 For More Advice & Help Call Ch

o ey

www.christopherthelocksmith.co.uk

Sunday 15t December
12 noon @ The Scout Hut

Bring card for hot refreshments and treats




Janet’s good reads
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James - Percival Everett

| have never, to my shame, read Huckleberry
Finn, does that matter when reading this book?
| don't think so. This is the story of Jim, a slave,
told from his perspective, turning the plot of
Huckleberry on its’ head.

James/Jim, his wife Sadie and daughter Lizzie

are all slaves to Miss Watson. Jim has a friendly
relationship with Huck and supports him, but
when Finn’s violent father returns home from time
away, the boy fears for his life and fakes his own
death. At the same time Jim finds out he is to be
sold and separated from his wife and daughter
They both go on the run to head for the free state
of lllinois resulting in people believing he killed
Huckleberry putting a bounty on Jim's head.

The narrative is exciting and brutal, you are
willing Jim to succeed throughout the many
encounters with white folk.

It's an obvious comment on slavery and
oppression but also about love and friendship.
It's shortlisted for the Booker prize this year — it
would be a worthy winner in my opinion.

With descriptions of changing social attitudes
and new approaches to treatments in psychiatric
institutions, it also depicts a time of significant
social changes in the 1960’s reminding us as well
of typical British supressed emotions.

Missing Presumed — Susie Steiner

I'm a massive fan of the podcast Off Air with Fi
Glover and Jane Garvey. This book is their most
recent book club read.

It is the first to feature DS Manon Bradshaw, a
truly likeable character, yes, she is flawed, as
many detectives are, but her flaws are endearing
and give her greater depth and, for me, honesty
than some other fictional detectives.
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She’s a grump, prone to mood swings, is
desperate to find a partner, estranged from her
own family and is terrific fun!

It's a beautifully written story with superb scenes
and dialogue between the characters. Written
from multiple views, the reader has a clear
impression on the direction of the inquiry from
the point of view of both the investigating officers
and the frustration of the family and friends who
are in limbo.

Beautiful student Edith Hind has vanished, signs
of a violent struggle left behind, and DS Manon
Bradshaw is thrust into a high-profile case.
Media interest rapidly builds and Sir lan Hind
uses his political connections to influence the
investigation into his daughters’ disappearance.
And when a body turns up, the pressure on
Manon really builds.

The characterisation throughout is what |

loved most about the book — the police team in
particular are real humans. No gory gratuitous
violence towards women, warm humour
throughout whilst written in a literary style. | will
be reading more by this author.

Shy Creatures — Clare Chambers

An article in an old newspaper whilst researching
her previous book Small Pleasures is the
inspiration for this wonderful book.

Helen is an art teacher working at a psychiatric
hospital having an illicit affair with one of the
married doctors Gil. They are called to see a
patient, William who has been found after reports
from the neighbours of an unseemly altercation.
We discover he has been hidden away in the
house from when he was a child to an adult with
only his aunts for company. He is mute and looks
neglected. Helen discovers that he is a talented
artist and with slow probing, we get the story of
how he came to be living in this state and why
no-one knew he lived there.

Janet Stewart
27




Dates for your diary
Thurs 7 Nov 8pm

Fri 8 Nov 6.45pm/7.30pm
Sun 10 Nov 10.50/11.00

Sun 17 Nov 5pm

Fri 22 Nov 8pm
Fri 22 Nov 6.45pm/7.30pm
Thurs 28 Nov

Sat 30 Nov 12.30

Sun 1 Dec 12 noon

Sun 1 Dec 3pm

Sun 1 Dec 5.45pm/6.15pm

Sun 8 Dec 5pm

Fri 13 Dec 6.45pm/7.30pm
Sun 15 Dec 3pm
Sun 15 Dec 7pm

Mon 16 Dec 3.30pm

Sun 22 Dec 10am

Tues 24 Dec 3pm & 4.30pm
Tues 24 Dec 11.30pm

Wed 25 Dec 10am

8 O'Clock Club Blood Bikes
JPH One Life
Remembrance Service - War Memorial

Fun, Food & Fireworks -
JH & SGCE School Grounds

Concert - Holy Trinity Church
JPH The Miracle Club

8 O’'Clock Club Christmas Supper at
Beaconsfield Golf Club

SGCE School Christmas Cracker Fair
Santa Dash — Rec/Scout Hut
Christingle Service Holy Trinity Church

Christmas Lights Switch On -
Orchard Road Shops

Sing into Christmas SG Singers/
HolyTrinity Church - Jubilee Hall

JPH The Holdovers
Carol Service Baptist Church

Traditional Carol Service Village Voices
Holy Trinity Church

Cookies and Carols - Holy Trinity Church

Family Carol Service - Holy Trinity Church

Crib Services - Holy Trinity Church
Midnight Mass - Holy Trinity Church

Christmas Day Celebration - Holy Trinity

Church/SG Baptist Church
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On the Wild Side in November: Grey Squirrel

The term ‘cat burglar’ is a misnomer:
it ought to be ‘squirrel burglar ‘.

If you have bird feeders in your
garden, chances are you're regularly
robbed by the grey squirrel, Sciurus
carolinensis. An entire YouTube
genre records their ingenuity at
outwitting feeder defence systems.

Like our allotmenteers this summer,
your tenderly nurtured sweet corn
may have been plundered just as
it reached its peak. Or, like me last
month, you may have had an apple
thump out of an oak tree, missing
you by inches. | looked round in
bafflement for human adversaries,
then noticed the tiny, squirrel-size
teeth marks: it must have carried it
into the tree clenched in its jaws.

But of course their chief crime is
the near-eradication in England of
the red squirrel, Sciurus vulgaris.
Since greys were brought from
North America in the 19th century,
our native ‘tufties’ have retreated
to the fringes of the UK. Not only
do greys compete for food — eating
nuts, seeds, fruit and pine cones,
and even eggs and young birds -
they are happy at larger population
densities than reds, and in a wider
range of environments. Finally,
they carry squirrel pox, while being
immune to it themselves.

Proposed eradication schemes have
included shooting, birth control in
feed and the re-introduction of pine

martens, which find the heavier
greys easier to catch. Yet none of
these schemes is foolproof and so
the battle continues.

I've got squirrel-proof bird feeders,
and next year I'll put plastic bottles
over my sweet corn. But I'm
prepared to be outwitted by the
wily greys, which have been seen
pretending to bury nuts to divert
rivals from the real location of their
cache. And, come spring, I'll enjoy
seeing the grey squirrel kittens
frisking round Green Wood: they are
pretty, no matter how infuriating.

Nora Bennett

Picture credit: covenantwildlife.com
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Walking the Salt Path

Never did | realise the impact of loaning a book to my husband in lockdown,
would have on our lives. From reading the Salt Path by Raynor Winn, John
decided that when we were both retired, we would walk the Path ourselves.

So on April 8 this year, we set off from Minehead, not really knowing how far
our legs would take us on the 630 mile journey. We've already walked a few
routes over the last few years — the West Highland Way being the longest so
far of just under 100 miles, so this really was a walk into the unknown.

We were not camping, and had two weeks of accommodation booked
ahead, so that if anything did go wrong, we only had two weeks to unravel,
not the entire route — thank goodness for Booking.com, Airbnb and the
internet!

We decided to treat each day as a ‘stroll’, it seemed less daunting to look
at only the day ahead. A flask of coffee kept us going in the morning, and
goodness knows how many pasties for lunch!

Mileage each day was variable, depending on the ascent. The first section
to Bude is definitely the hardest (23,400ft of ascent), but it is also the most
spectacular.

The weather was very kind to us for the whole of the 10 weeks it took us to
complete the route. We had a day off nearly every week to rest up, we didn't
rush the route, but rather treated it as an experience to savour, even taking
afternoons off to visit the Minack Theatre and St Michael’'s Mount.

| think it's fair to say, we loved every step of this adventure - the beauty of
our British coastline is staggering. It is certainly the best thing we have ever
done. It certainly surprised us that we actually completed the whole route!
It was challenging, awe inspiring, and left us feeling fitter in body, mind and
spirit.

Diane Gamble

MACHIN & CO

Chartered Accountants and Business Advisers

e Sole traders and partnerships
e Limited companies
e Personal tax and VAT
o Business strategy
e Charities and Pension Funds
THE INSTITUTE CF
We provide a friendly and personal service to all our clients EEB’;ELE:‘N"}E

Contact : Howard Machin on 01494 671366

or by e-mail on howard.machin@machinandco.com w
A

19 Seer Mead, Seer Green, Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2QL

Registered by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales
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RESULTS

HEALTH & PERFORMANCE

Personal Training Studio | Seer Green

Effective | Sustainable | Fitness | Health | Performance

Book your Free Consultation with Rich - hello@resultshpgym.co.uk

U i Thes Dy - Whardl (OSHOPOLITAN oL L E .._,ﬂ_,_

Hl::-g:::;;::-" HIGH END CARE
Gl care IN YOUR OWN HOME

OUR LIVE-IN
SERVICES

AL Hamilton George Care, we anly work wilh the very Best live-in
carers; We take the time to undérstand the waiguee elinical and
lifestyle needs of our clients and their familles. Ouwr owtstanding
carers and dedicated in-house team provide the highest
standards of care, all from the comfort of your own home

HOLSER

CLUMNICAL CARE

COMPLEX CARE

REHABILITATION
% CLIEST TESTIMONLAL

— § ‘Homilten George are not Yust o safe poir of honds, they are
proaciive rather than reactive. They belance g professional

hamiliongeorgec are.com fevel of care with the (nherent empathy needed thot has become
(ol L A
O30 170 2866 o rarg commodity, Cannat recommend Righly enough.'

Independent financial advice with a personal touch
Investments
IHT Planning Retirement Planning

Contact us: 01494 817151 | info@fmifa.com | www.fmifa.com
Penn Barn, By the Pond, EIm Road, Penn, Bucks HP10 8LB

Financial Management is a trading title of Philip Harper LLP which is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

BEACONSFIELD + GERRARDS CROSS -+ AMERSHAM

N GILLIE DECORATING SERVICES

Commercial and domestic « 25 years experience

C All work guaranteed « Fully insured

Local references available

We specialise in high specification projects using
only the highest quality products

Friendly and reliable decorators providing a
professional interior and exterior service

54 Maxwell Road, Beaconsfield, HP9 1QZ
Email: nigelgillie@hotmail.com

Tel: 01494 681794 or 07771 521263
PENN - THE CHALFONTS - TYLERS GREEN




Traditional Village Free House

High Wycombe
B91 London Roac

faa | ¢ Open every day from 9.30am for
THE JOLLYS I | Bresktas Brunch
v}
CRICKETERS * Garden Marquee available for private

hire with Bespoke Menu

* Sean's Legendary Sunday Evening Quiz
from 8.30pm

PL 1{ N (—) L D 14—-. [_.T N E Ri“\ L S E l{ ‘&"rl C E * Regular Live Music. See our Facebook or

Instagram for details.
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
O (Fenerati Service in the Comeaunin
Truditional, Allermnstive & Green Funerals -i'.‘ﬂ-P.I".I:I.L'I:Il Plans ~ Sionemasonsy ~ Floostey " | TCICphOnC: 014‘94’ 676308
24 Hour Service o
www, amold-funerals.co.uk Landlord - Chris Lillitou
Head Chef - Matthew Lyons

www.thejollycricketers.co.uk

e Pre order Take Away Food available

BRIGHT&BEAUTIFUL

A BEAUTIFULLY CLEAM HOME AND A BRIGHTER YOU

Award winning
eco-friendly domestic
cleaning service

o
For 30 year maintenence-free
gutters, soffits & fascias —

MUSTANG is a must!

« Environmentally friendly « 30 year life
expectancy - Maintenance-free « No joints
—no leaks « No visible brackets « Available in
black, brown & white « The only continuous
aluminium gutter to obtain BBA approval!

Quality windows, doors &
conservatories from a trusted
family-run company

« UPVC & aluminium « Replacement, new
sealed double-glazed units - leaded lights

01494 419952

brightandbeautifulhome.com/aylesbury

« Glass cut while you wait « Mirrors

«Toughened glass, shelves & table tops

- Free advice & quotations « All work covered - Free advice & quotations « All work covered by

insurance backed guarantee

Callusnowon: 01 494 873399

HIPTO 1 HOUR OF FREE IROMING,

WHEN YOU SIGN UP FORA REGLLAR SERVICE by insurance backed guarantee

Callusnowon: 01 494 873399

n°02Auedwodsse[32ISBI MMM

HOLISTIC STRICT TRUSTED PURE

HOUSE-KEEPING SECURITY TEAM PRODUCTS X Castle Gl &Wind Ltd

Bespoke cleaning, o Prafessional Carefully selectad Eco-friendly and Castle Glass & Windows Ltd ,ﬁ astle Glass indows Lt 2 %

laundry, ironing procedures to give and professionally non-toic for a Chalfont St GiIes, Bucks '-' ,* & Chalfont St Giles, Bucks E

and tidying you peace of mind trained heatthy home R m GLHS or see our website! clm Euss



SEER GREEN MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED

Vehicle Servicing
MOT

Repairs
Diagnostics
Tyres

Welding

Local collection available

29 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP
01494 680630
Email: sgm@unicombox.co.uk

A.H.TRIPP & SON LTD

Removals and Storage with Care

"

l”!'!!“"" )

rs'"d%caltsem ce.

REQUIRE BOXES? VISIT — WWW.TRIPPSBOXES.CO.UK

PJ Home Improvements

Bathrooms, Plumbing,
Tiling and Internal Decorating
High Quality Workmanship

Philip James

Tel: 01753 886234 or 07963 663928

pa_james@ntlworld.com

Aerial=Fix

For all your TV needs

Digital TV Aerials « Multi-Point TV Systems
Satellite » Data Cabling « FM+Dab Radio
Supply * Installations « TV Wall Mountings
Domestic and Commercial Installing « CCTV
AV Home Entertainment Systems « WiFi Help
Freesat * 20 Years Local Experience

Checkatrade Always Happy to Give Advice
f v

Telephone: 07890 090881 » 01494 812987
Email: aerialfix950@gmail.com




CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
Machin and Co 01494 671366
Email: howard.machin@machinandco.com
19 Seer Mead,

Seer Green,

Bucks

HP9 2QL

GROCERS

Jordans Village Community Store
01494 873279

Green West Road,

Jordans

Groceries, Household Refill and
Off-licence (Mon-Sun)

Post Office (Thurs am)
www.jordansvillagestore.co.uk

Mark 1 Motors

BUILDERS

Turney Bros and Co Ltd
01494 675976

50 Howard Crescent,
Seer Green

Gas Safe Registered

It is always advisable to obtain an
estimate before agreeing to have work
undertaken. Whilst the Community
News magazine endeavours to serve
the community, we cannot take

responsibility for the services supplied,

or claims made, by our advertisers.

¢ Accident Repair Specialists %*

Insurance And Private Repairs
Low Bake Oven

o

=
01494 678936

Seer Green Service Station/Chalfont Rd
Seer Green Beaconsfield
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Advertising - connecting you with local
customers.

Advertising in this magazine gives

you the opportunity to reach over 400
households in Seer Green and Jordans,
two of the most sought-after villages in
the county.

Our new advertising rates are the same
whether you advertise in colour or b/w.
You can provide your own artwork or we
can design your advert for you for

a very reasonable fee.

We publish 10 issues each year and
prices start from as little as £75 per
year.

For all advertising enquiries please
email: advertisingseergreen.gmail.com
or call Kathryn Osborn - 07501 766962

Advertise your business with us.
Prices start from as [ittle as £75.00

:me% contact Kafcl\nth Dsborn
DTS 166767

advertisi hgswrgrm@ 3wu( com
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Subscribing - connecting you with your
local community.

The cover price for Your Parish
Magazine is £2 per issue, or you can
take out an annual subscription for only
£15 and it will be delivered to your door
each month.

If you would like to subscribe and
benefit from free delivery please send
an email with your name, address and
contact details, to:
editorseergreen@gmail.com

Or you can phone one of our volunteer
distributors:

01494 671421
01494 677330

Alison Davies
Carole Campbell

Design and Typesetting by creatifdesign.uk | Creatif Design offer a design service for advertisers
to discuss your design requirements please contact kathryn@creatifdesign.uk or 07501 766962

Printed by South Bucks Print | High Wycombe 01494 437470

39



Maltman’s Green Prep School for Girls
in Gerrards Cross

OPEN DAYS
BOOK NOW!

Join us for our
Maltman’s Green School
Autumn Open Mornings
or book a 1:1 visit

JOIN US FORA TOUR

BOOK ONLINE:
OF THE SCHOOL MALTMAN’S GREEN A

SCHOOL

Meet the Head and the
Senior Leadership team For more information or to

Tour the School book a 1:1 tour please email :
Chat to the girls registrar@maltmansgreen.com

or call 01753 883022
BOOK ONLINE:
www.maltmansgreen.com/admissions/open-events/



